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SPOT News 

     Superintendent John Czeterko will be  
speaking at our October SPOT meeting 
on Monday, October 15th at 8:00 in the 
Media Center at Teaneck High School.  
This will be an opportunity for SPOT 
families to learn more about the 
educational "happenings" in our school 
district and how they affect our children.  
You will also have the opportunity to ask 
questions or comment on educational 
issues. 

     On August 29th SPOT's president, 
Diane Berger and vice president, Laurel 
Abbruzzese met with John Czeterko to 
discuss several issues, one of which was 
the search for a new director of special 
services.  The superintendent informed 
SPOT that the district is currently in the 
process of interviewing candidates.  He  
mentioned that if and when an offer is 
made and accepted, there will most likely 
be a period of 60 days before the new 
director would be on board. 

    When asked about follow-up on the 
Complaint Investigation, the 
superintendent reported that the district 
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SPOT Officers for '07-'08 

 
     In June SPOT held elections for the 
'07-'08 school year.  We are pleased to 
announce that Diane Berger and Laurel 
Abbruzzese will continue as our president 
and vice president, respectively.  
Michelle Bivins will also remain as 
treasurer.  Cindy Balsam is our 
corresponding secretary.    

     The chairpersons for our various 
committees are as follows:  Advocacy/  
Family Outreach - Mireille Rojas-Wahl; 
Membership - Mireille Rojas-Wahl; Public 
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has all necessary personnel to fulfill all 
current IEPs.  He said that the 
Department of Special Services went 
through all IEPs and determined the 
number of hours/manpower needed and 
made the necessary arrangements.  
Czeterko stated they have hired a total of 
62 new staff members.  This includes all 
in-class support teachers needed for both 
the middle schools and high school.  
There will also be more formalized 
training of the in-class support teachers 
and they will take part in training/ in-
service for general education teachers in 
their content areas (under Curriculum & 
Instruction) as well as create lesson plans 
for their students based on the 
modifications listed in each of their 
students' IEPs.  There will also be "literacy 
coaches" in all the elementary school 
buildings - two per building. This is to 
provide addit ional reading support at the 
buildings.      

 

  

  

Relations - Susan Riverol; Recreational 
Programs - Renee Jones; and Website - 
Karen Grazide.    

     For more information about SPOT or to 
contact an officer, visit our website at  
www.spotnj.org. 
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     Several projects have been underway 
at some of the Teaneck playgrounds to 
make them more accommodating for 
children of varying abilit ies. At Whittier 
School  an entirely new second play 
structure has been added.  Along with 
this second structure, two wheelchair-
accessible reach panels, two supported 
swings for children who are unable to sit 
up independently (the two swings will be 
in at the start of the school year), and 
three panels with gears have been 
installed.  The basketball court, which 
previously had cracks in it , has now been 
repaved and new lines repainted.  At 
Hawthorne School, in addit ion to the 
remodel of the playground last year, two 
supported swings are to be added.  
These swings should be available at the 
start of this school year.  Special thanks 
to Anthony DÕAngelo, Acting Director of 
Facilit ies, Superintendent John Czeterko 

New Playground in Spring 2008 

 

     Last Spring Teaneck School District 
was awarded a $500,000 grant by the 
NJ Department of Education to establish 
new programs for children with autism 
(ASD).  A program is now currently 
underway at Hawthorne School to 
include children with autism (for whom 
inclusion is an appropriate option).  
There is one classroom per grade 
designated for the autism inclusion 
model and up to three students with 
autism per inclusion class. 
  
     The concept of this "ABA Inclusion 
Class" model is that the identified 
children will spend the majority of their 
time in the general education classroom 
with a limited amount of pull-out time.   
There are up to 3 students in a 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th grade class with a well-
trained classroom assistant with them.  
One special education teacher trained in 
the principles of ABA (Applied Behavior 
Analysis) floats between the 1st and 2nd 
grade classes and another between the 
3rd and 4th grade classes when not 
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and the Board of Education for their support 
of these projects. 
     We are also very excited to report that a 
future playground is coming in the Spring of 
2008!  The playground will be a wheelchair-
accessible playground structure located at 
the north side of Votee Park near the 
basketball courts.  The township plans to 
break ground in late Fall 2007 and to be up 
and running in the Spring/Summer 2008.  
Special thanks to Teaneck Council Member 
Elnatan Rudolph and Tommy Padilla, 
Chairperson of the Bergen Country 
Freeholders in raising the init ial funding that 
served as a catalyst for the entire Teaneck 
Township to approve the remaining funds 
for this project.  SPOT would also like to 
thank our new corresponding secretary, 
Cindy Balsam, for all her hard work and 
dedication in advocating for recreational 
spaces throughout Teaneck for our children 
with special needs. 
 

  

working with the students during resource 
room time.   
 
    During the pull-out time for resource 
room, the targeted students receive all 
resource services from the teacher aided by 
the two classroom aides as well as receive 
all related services.  The time spent in this 
"alternative classroom" ranges from 1-2 
hours depending on the student and the 
amount of services received.  After this pull-
out time they return to their assigned 
general education class for the remainder of 
the day with the classroom assistants and 
resource room teacher.  In addition, a social 
skills lesson is presented in each of the 
participating general education classrooms 
one time per week, co-taught by the ASD 
teacher and general education teacher.   
 
     Students part icipating in this program 
were selected based on specific criteria to 
ensure that this learning environment is 
appropriate to their needs.  The ASD 
program is being overseen by the district 
behaviorist, Emily Smith.   

  

The future handicapped-

accessible playground will 

have many of the features 

as the model pictured 

above.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreation Opportunities for Teaneck's Special Needs Children 

 
     SPOT has had a very productive summer 
beginning the init ial stages of implementing the 
Project Win-Win grant.  Project Win-Win was 
awarded by Pathways of Exceptional Children to 
two districts.  After a rigorous selection progress, 
Teaneck was chosen as one of the recipients. 
Through Project Win-Win, SPOT will receive 
training and support to create recreation, 
education and life skill classes for special needs 
children in Teaneck.   
  
     With the guidance of Melissa Jennis, President 
of Pathways, SPOT is following her lead, 
recognizing the importance of recreation in 
bringing our children into the community.  We 
acknowledge the fact that there are many of our 
children participating in current programs either 
offered through Teaneck's Department of 
Recreation or Teaneck Community Education 
Center.  However, there remains a large number 
of children unable to take part in recreation 
programs because of their particular needs.  Many 
families go to other communities to find programs 
in which their children can participate.  We would 
like to offer those families an opportunity for their 
children to play in their own community. 
  
     Jennis, SPOT's president Diane Berger, vice 
president Laurel Abbruzzese, along with co-
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founder and recreation chair Renee Jones, met 
with the Superintendent Glenna Crockett and 
Assistant Superintendent Lurlean Gillespie, of 
Teaneck's Recreation Department, to discuss a 
course of action to fill this void in Teaneck.  While 
the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent 
were in full support of our ideas and recognized 
the need, they also acknowledged the need for 
training of staff to properly address the needs of 
the parents and children who would participate.  
We met on two occasions, result ing in the creation 
of proposals for two pilot dance and art classes 
that will be presented to Teaneck Town Council on 
September 11th.    
 
     Included in the proposals were such items as a 
lower student/ teacher ratio, special equipment, 
mentors assist ing in the classes, in addit ion 
to experienced staff members trained to work with 
special needs children.  With the support of 
the Recreation Department and Pathways, SPOT 
is currently seeking funding to support both 
programs with the hopes of gradually expanding 
to many more recreation opportunities.  SPOT 
wants to make sure that all of Teaneck's children 
can participate in all that the town has to offer. 
  
 
 

  

Puffin Grant Awarded to SPOT 

      Special Parents of Teaneck 
(SPOT) feels very strongly about 
providing fun, recreational 
activities for our children with 
special needs in Teaneck.  Besides 
approaching the Teaneck 
Recreation Department and Town 
Council for support, SPOT also  

sought out The Puffin Foundation for grant 
support.  We are happy to report that Puffin has 
awarded SPOT with a $500 grant toward the 
proposed recreation programs.  The proposed 
specialized arts programs are consistent with the 
PuffinÕs mission of Òsupport ing artists who may not 
be able to flourish on their own.Ó  SPOT would like 
to thank The Puffin Foundation for their generosity 
and their support of these programs. 

SPOT-Luck Picnic a Success 

      Over the summer SPOT held its first SPOT-
Luck Picnic.  We were fortunate to have good 
weather and a great turnout.   Adults were able to 
hobnob and the children had fun playing games.  
A good t ime was had by all.  We hope to have  
an even bigger turnout next summer! 
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Please return completed form with check made out to SPOT-Special Parents of  Teaneck to your child's school or mail it to: 
SPOT Membership, 634 Bryant Avenue, Teaneck, NJ  07666 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     We at SPOT want to reach out to as many families of children with special 
needs here in Teaneck.  As a group we seek to have our children be active 
participants in school and within our community.  As we increase our membership, 
we are able to accomplish more with your help.  We understand how challenging 
and costly it is to find a sitter in order to attend our monthly meetings.  Seeing that 
need, Special Parents of Teaneck is proud to offer free babysitting at all of our 
meetings throughout this school year.   

      I f you'd like to become a member, please fill out the form below or go to our 
website to print out a form.  Even if you are already a member on our SPOT e-mail 
list, we still need your information so that we can better target information for our 
families.  We also hope to create a directory for those families who wish to share 
their information.  Forms may be returned to your child's school or mailed to the 
address on the form.  Help us continue to make a difference.  Join SPOT today! 

SPOT's Annual Membership Drive 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
on Learning Disabilities, ADHD, Asperger's, Tourette's, Bipolar and More 

Feat ur ing Anne Ford and Mart in L. Kut scher, M.D. 
 

For Special Ed and Regular Ed Teachers, CST's, Guidance, Human Services Providers, Parents 
 

October 2, 2007   6:00 PM           Fairleigh Dickinson University 
$25 per person                                        Wilson Auditorium at Dickinson Hall 
                                                                                       Teaneck, NJ  

 
LDA of New Jersey will offer three (3) NJ Department of Education 

Professional Development hours. 
Call (800) 483-7436 to register or go to www.ldaamerica.org for more information. 

 

SPOT's Boston Market Fundraiser  

coming in October !!!  
 

** Friends of SPOT ** 
 

We are happy to announce 
the FRIENDS OF SPOT ~  
individuals or groups that 

have donated at least 
$50.00 to SPOT!!! 

 
 
Margaret  & Rudolph Angeli 
Laurel Abbruzzese 
Diane Berger 
Michelle Bivins 
Tamara Erbach 
Renee Jones 
Catherine Kyauka &  
   James Igohe 
Susan Nierenberg &  
   Peter Goldman 
Susan Riverol 
Mireille & Roy Wahl  
Tanja L. Walker 
Susan & Maurice Welsh 

 
 
 

First Name(s):__________________________ Last Name:____________________________ 

E-mail:______________________________ Telephone:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________________ 

Please Circle:     Parent      Professional       Relative        Other:_______________________ 

Disabilities that you are interested in:_____________________________________________ 

Language(s) spoken:__________________________________________________________ 

Membership Contribution:     ___$10     ___$25     ___$50     ___$100     ___Other$______ 

____  Please send all SPOT mailings    

____  My contact info may be shared with other parents 

____  Please keep all personal information confidential 

____  I am interested in volunteering 

 


